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Insert Letter from Executive Director 

The Hallie Q. Brown Community Center, Inc. is dedicated to providing 

high-quality services to the greater east metro area of Saint Paul while 
continuing its historic role of promoting and preserving African American 
culture. To that end, we are pleased to present the agencyôs 2008ï2011 
strategic plan, ñMobilizing to Better Serve Our Community: A Contract for 
Change.ò The Hallie Q. Brown Community Center, founded in 1929, has 
a long history of addressing community interests and needs. The Centerôs 
founding documents reveal deep concern for the dignity of all people and the 
development of ñindividuals, the family, and neighborhood.ò This concern 
for the community and its residents continues today, seventy-nine years later. 
 
The 2008ï2011 strategic plan is a major accomplish-
ment for the Center, and 
we extend our heartfelt thanks to the forty 
stakeholders, in- cluding partners, 
staff , commu- nity leaders, funders, 
and others, for taking the time to provide 
suggestions, observations, and recommenda-
tions during the planning process. 
Our plan re- flects the board and staff ôs tremendous pas-
sion for improving 
services to the community. It reaffirms our mission and values and provides 
a vision and strategic goals for the next three years. The plan continues our 
pledge to offer high-quality services but highlights our top strategic priority 
of organizational capacity development to improve the Centerôs ability to 
make the most effective and efficient use of personnel and financial resources 
to achieve its mission. 
 
Jonathan Palmer 
Executive Director 

Insert Sponsorship Acknowledgement 





 

Hallie Quinn Brown 

Hallie Quinn Brown was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 1845, the daughter of two former slaves, 
Thomas Arthur Brown and Frances Jane Scroggins.  Allowed to purchase 
his freedom, Thomas was the son of a Scottish woman who owned a 
Maryland plantation and the plantation's black overseer. Frances was 
freed by one of her grandfathers, a white Revolutionary War officer and 
plantation owner. Both were well educated, her father became known as 
"Mr. Brown, the walking encyclopedia", and her mother was an unofficial 
advisor and counselor to the students of Wilberforce University, a private, 
coeducational, historically black liberal arts college. Both Thomas and 
Frances were actively involved with the Underground Railroad. Her par-
ents' commitment to the cause would later influence the organizations 
Brown founded and participated in.   
 
The Brown Family moved from Pittsburgh to Ontario, Canada in 1864 and 
then to Wilberforce, Ohio in 1870.  Brown attended Wilberforce University, 
and graduated from there in 1873, with a Bachelor of Science degree. Af-
ter graduation, she began teaching on the Senora Plantation in Mississippi 
and went on to teach on several plantations during her life. Her efforts fo-
cused on improving the literacy levels of black children who had been de-
nied the chance during slavery. Several years later she moved onto Co-

lumbia City Schools and then to Allen University in Columbia. Brown served as the Dean at Allen Univer-
sity from 1885 to 1887. From 1887 to 1891, she taught night school for African Americans in Dayton, 
Ohio. And in 1892 was appointed principal (Dean of Women) of Tuskegee Institutes in Alabama from 
1892-1893, where she worked with Booker T. Washington. Returning to Ohio, Brown taught in the Dayton 
Public Schools for four years and established an adult class for migrant workers.    
 
In 1893, Brown was the principle promoter of the organization of the Colored Women's League of Wash-
ington, D.C. She also founded the National Association of Colored Women (NACW) that same year. 
Brown began traveling in 1894 as a lecturer and public speaker for African American culture and temper-
ance. During her travel, she spoke before Queen Victoria (Alexandria 1819-1901 Queen of Great Britain 
1837-1901), the 1895 Convention of the World's Women Christian Temperance Union in London, and the 
1899 International Congress of Women, as a representative of the United States.  

In 1900, the A.M.E church elected Brown as their Secretary of Education where she became the first 
woman to serve as a "daughter of the church." She also served as the President of the 
Ohio Federation of Colored Women's Clubs from 1905 to 1912. In 1910, she spoke as 
a representative to the Womanôs Missionary Society of the African Methodist Confer-
ence, which was held in Edinburgh. Brown was also was active in Republican politics 
during the 1920s and addressed the party's national convention in 1924 leading to her 
campaign work among African American women backed by President Coolidge. 
 
She became the 7th National President of the NACW from 1920 to 1924 and acted as 
its honorary President until her death in 1949. During the time she served as the Presi-
dent of the N.A.C.W., she pursued two major projects: one was dedicated to the main-
tenance of Fredrick Douglass' home as a memorial in Washington, D.C., and the other 
was the establishment of the Hallie Q. Brown Scholarship Fund for the education of 
women.  
 
Brown died on September 16, 1949, in Wilberforce, Ohio, of coronary thrombosis. Two 
buildings are named in her honor: the Hallie Q. Brown Memorial Library in Wilberforce, 
Ohio, and our Community Center.  



About the Center 

Hallie Q. Brown Community Center currently operates five core program areas along with a number of addi-
tional service activities. The five core program areas are: Pre-School/Child Care, After School and Summer En-
richment, Emergency Food Shelf and Clothing Closet, the Seniors programming, and the Multi-Service Center. 

Child Care Center  
 
The Hallie Q. Brown Child Care Center is licensed for 49 preschoolers ages 2 
3/4 through 5 years old and provides safe, affordable childcare for working par-
ents and community residents on a sliding fee scale.  Children are provided 
with skills and tools to prepare them effectively for Kindergarten and be-
yond.  Click here for more information on the Child Care Center. 

After School and Summer Enrichment program  
 
The purpose of the After School and Summer En-

richment program is to provide youth ages 5 to 14 with the resources and opportu-
nities to develop and expand cooperative and interdependent relationships through 
organized activities. The program is designed to improve academic performance, 
enhance leadership and communication skills, increase awareness of other cul-
tures, inspire a sense of community pride, and teach the importance of volunteer-
ism and philanthropy to build strong and healthy communities.  It operates after 
school during the year and full day during the summer and school release 
days.  Click here for more information on the After School and Summer Enrichment 
program. 

Emergency Food Shelf and Clothing Closet  
 
The Food Shelf and Clothing Closet operate out of the branch service centers of Hallie Q. Brown at Skyline 
Towers and 100 N. Oxford Street, where they administers a broad range of emergency, referral and other sup-
port services. Among these services are the Food Shelf which operates from a Client Choice model and Cloth-
ing Closet which provides free clothing and small household items for families. The goal is to assist families in 
achieving self-sufficiency and self-empowerment, thus reducing their dependency on the food shelf and other 
services for their health and well-being. Click here for more information on the Food Shelf and Clothing Closet. 

Seniors  programming  
 
Hallie Q. Brown currently serves as a gathering place for Seniors to enhance their 
independence through a connection to services and activities. Community 
"Grandmothers" volunteer in the Child Care center to provide care and support to 
the children and other Seniors volunteer in additional areas of the Center.  Our 
Golden Agers and Retired Mens Club meet monthly. We are in the process of ex-
panding the services we offer to Seniors at Hallie Q. Brown.  Click here for more 
information on the Seniors programming. 

Multi -Service Center Coordination of Services  
 
The Martin Luther King Multi-Service Center provides a multi-faceted service deliv-

ery to the community. Programs, classes, cultural events and special projects originate from this facility. The 
agencies providing these services and programs recognize and work to meet the diverse social, cultural and 
educational needs of their constituents. In addition to the groups using the facility for various program needs, 
the Martin Luther King Center is the permanent home for additional agencies/organizations.  Please visit our 
Partners page for more information of the other services offered in the Center. 

http://www.hallieqbrown.org/cc
http://www.hallieqbrown.org/as
http://www.hallieqbrown.org/as
http://www.hallieqbrown.org/sp
http://www.hallieqbrown.org/sp
http://www.hallieqbrown.org/994.html







