
 

 

 

HALLIE Q. BROWN  

COMMUNITY CENTER 

The Lighthouse of  the Community 

SINCE 1929  

BASIC NEEDS Å CHILDREN  

SENIORS Å HISTORY Å HERITAGE 

COMMUNITY SPACE  

2015 Annual Report 



 

 

Hallie Q. Brown Community Center 2015 Annual Report 

Letter from the Board Chair And Executive Director 
 
Dear Friends of Hallie Q. Brown, 

The past year has been one of incredible support and growth for Hallie Q. Brown Community Center. 
Fundraisers like our March Campaign and Annual Gala brought in record amounts of donations for our 
Basic Needs and Education programs, allowing us to better serve the community. We nearly doubled the 
number of families receiving meal baskets and toys during the holiday season. Our Early Learning Center 
and Senior Programs continued to attract new participants.  

It was also a year of transition, as we said goodbye to Mildred Brunson, long-time director of the Hallie Q. 
Brown Youth Enrichment Program (YEP). Mille Bõs retirement marked the end of an era, but also the  
beginning of a new season as Angie Goettl took over management of the YEP in addition to her oversight 
of the Early Learning Center. 

Further, our building underwent significant improvements thanks to funding from St. Paulõs Capital      
Improvement Budget, including new carpeting, paint, and upgrades to the education areas. The next year 
will bring additional building improvements, including a new kitchen. 

As we move into 2016, we look forward to continued expansion and improvement of our programming. 
Our school-aged program is seeking licensing from the State of Minnesota. Our senior programming will 
be expanding to include more frequent and inclusive events for our communityõs active seniors. The Early 
Learning Center plans to begin a specialized classroom for older pre-K students, with curriculum focused 
on school readiness. 

Through all of our growth and success, our mission is at the core of what we do. With expanded           
programming comes a better ability to improve the quality of life in our community. We invite you to join 
usñas a donor, as a volunteer, as a supporterñas we build on our work from 2015 to ensure a better life 
for the members of our community in 2016 and beyond. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jonathan Palmer      Eric Levinson 
Executive Director      Chair, Board of Directors 
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2015-16 Board of  Directors 
 
 
Chair:   Eric Levinson 
  3M 
 
Vice Chair/  Pam Peyton 
Treasurer:  St. Paul Travelers 
 
Secretary:  Adrian Perryman  
  Concordia University  
 
  
Rebecca Bernhard 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
Rhonda Cox 
Cargill 
 
Keillen Curtis 
Curtis Law Firm 
 
Scott Flaherty 
Briggs and Morgan, P.A. 
 
Amy Jones 
Ramsey County District Court (Retired) 
 
Chief Thomas Smith 
Saint Paul Police Department 
 
Referee Charles Williams, Jr. 
Ramsey County District Court (Retired) 
 
Stephen A. Wilson 
Xcel Energy 

Core Values 
With a primary focus in the Summit-University area, Hallie Q. 
Brown Community Center successfully operates a variety of 
programs, which specifically address the critical needs of 
community residents. 
 
We believe an ideal community center is one where community 
members of all ages, abilities, races, cultures, and economic levels: 
 

¶ Are recognized as valuable assets 
¶ Experience a safe and productive environment 
¶ Have opportunities to contribute to the Center and expand 

their talents and knowledge 
¶ Have access to a full spectrum of services, including social, 

emotional, educational, and recreational opportunities 
appropriate to their unique needs and interests 

¶ Are linked to the communityõs heritage and history 
¶ Are involved in intergenerational and cross-cultural 

experiences that enrich and strengthen the community as well 
as benefit individuals and families  
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 About Us 
 
Founded in 1929, Hallie Q. Brown Community Center, Inc. is an 
African-American , nonprofit social service agency . The 
community center is open to all people with a primary focus on 
St. Paulõs Summit-University neighborhood and the Twin Cities 
Metro area.  
 
The organization was born as the result of  the vision, 
commitment and tireless efforts of  several community leaders in 
the 1920õs. It had its origins as a settlement house for African 
Americans denied services by other agencies, welcoming the 
entire population of St. Paulõs Summit-University neighborhood. 
While Hallie Q. Brown began as an independent human services provider, the organization has evolved into a 
multi-faceted multi-service center. 

 
Today, Hallie Q. Brown Community Center operates five core 
programs: 
¶ Basic Needs, including the food shelf  and clothing closet 
¶ Early  Childhood Education through the Early Learning 

Center 
¶ Youth Programming through the Youth Enrichment Program 
¶ Senior Programming, including Golden Agers and Retired 
Menõs Club 

¶ Administration of  the  MLK Center, including room and 
office rental to partner nonprofit and community 
organizations. 

About Hallie Q. Brown 
 
The community center is named for Hallie Quinn Brown, African American 
author, educator, elocutionist and activist. 
 
Brown, the daughter of two former slaves, was born in Pennsylvania in 1845. 
She was a college-educated teacher whose efforts focused on improving the 
literacy levels of black children who had been denied education during slavery. 
She served as Dean at Allen University and went on to be appointed principal 
(Dean of Women) of Tuskegee Institutes, where she worked with Booker T. 
Washington. During the course of her teaching career she taught night school 
for African Americans, educated children in the Dayton Public Schools, and 
established an adult class for migrant workers. 
 
Brown was the principal promoter of the Colored Women's League 
organization of Washington, D.C., and helped found the National Association 
of Colored Women (NACW). Brown began traveling in 1894 as a lecturer and public speaker for African 
American culture and temperance. During her travel, she spoke before Queen Victoria, the 1895 Convention 
of the World's Women Christian Temperance Union in London, and the 1899 International Congress of 
Women, as a representative of the United States.  
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